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NOTES

In 1928 a Kansas City newspaper wrote that Gustav Fonandern would be
returning to  United States in the  coming year.  There is,  however,  no
evidence that he made such a tour.     

The  following  transcriptions  have  in  some  instances  been  revised  for
readability.  



Fonandern Pleases With 
Repertoire Of New Songs

Gustav Fonandern, who appeared in this city Friday evening March 23
under  the auspices of  the  Scandinavian Hall,  is  an artist  of  unusual
talent.   He  performed  a  repertoire  of  old  and  new  songs,  including
humorous and classical  selections.  His  work is  unusual,  and he  has
been called the “Singing Wizard” because of the variety and character of
his songs and instrumental renditions. Mr. Fonandern possesses a voice
of unusual culture and sympathy. He was assisted in his performance by
the local Swedish Glee Club, who delighted with several selections.  

Ironwood Daily Globe (MI)
March 29, 1923

Swedish Concert at North Star Hall

Gustav Fonandern, the famous Swedish humorist and singer, will appear
in a program at the North Star Hall this evening, and it is expected that
the  hall  will  be  packed  to  the  doors  by  lovers  of  music.  Gustav
Fonandern is known on two continents for his melodious voice and the
fascinating manner in which he sings his ditties.  The program is under
the auspices of the Evening Star Society, Order of Vasa.

Escanaba Daily Press (MI)
March 29, 1923 

Swedish Singer Is Very Highly Praised

Newspapers Comment On His
Ability To Sing And Recite

Commenting  on  the  ability  of  Gustav  Fonandern,  who  appears  here
March 22 under the auspices of the Scandinavian Society,  Stockholms-
Tidningen  says:  “Mr.  Gustav  Fonandern  has  proved  himself  to  be  a
singing wizard, who has on his program airs, romances, operatic songs,
besides comical accordion ditties which he executes with particular force.
He is also a splendid reciter.  The London Times writes “Foremost on the
program was the Swedish singer Fonandern, who created a sensation
with his songs accompanied by accordion, which was something original



and new.   The  Berliner  Tageblatt  states “We give  the  Swedish  ballad
singer our heartiest praise for his sound and sprightly vocal art.  The
Unter den Linden Concert Hall is to be congratulated, and we wish to get
more of the same kind.

Ironwood Daily Globe (MI)
March 14, 1924 

Gustav Fonandern To Appear Here On Friday
Swedish Comedian Expected To Draw A Crowd

Gustav  Fonandern  and  his  company  of  comedians  will  play  at  the
Scandinavian  Hall  here  Friday  night,  the  show  commencing  at  8:15.
Fonandern has appeared here on two previous occasions and pleased his
audience immensely. 

Newspaper reviews give him a splendid send-off, and it is predicted the
largest crowd ever to hear him will attend the show Friday. 

“Fonandern knows how to sing, which cannot be said of everyone who
sings  to  amuse  people,”  comments  a  Seattle  paper.  “He  has  a  well-
trained voice.  His art is more of a cultured kind than Sigge Wulff’s, and
his selection of songs show a fine taste. His hearers showed, also, that
they appreciated his art.”

Ironwood Daily Globe (MI)
 September 29, 1925 

Swedish Concert Party 
At Eagles Hall Tomorrow

The Fonandern Comedy Company on its fourth tour of the United  States
from the East to the Pacific Coast, will present a concert in the Eagles
Hall, West State Street, on Wednesday night at eight o’clock. 

Gustav Fonandern, noted Swedish balladist and character impersonator,
has  gained  nationwide  fame  for  his  concerts  in  every  section  of  the
country. Possessed of a high baritone voice, Mr. Fonandern imparts to
his  selections  and  interpretations  the  atmosphere  from  which  they
spring.

He is a graduate of the Royal Technical College of Stockholm, where he
was engaged as an architect until  1908. Following the collapse of the
building  trades  activities  in  that  year,  he  took  to  the  profession  of



entertaining,  having  previously  attained  a  reputation  as  an  amateur
singer in different societies and at festivities in Stockholm.

Besides being a singer and entertainer of some note, Mr. Fonandern is
the  publisher  of  some  hundred  songs,  many  of  which  have  become
beloved and won great popularity in Scandinavian countries and well as
in the United States.

Included in the company, which will appear in Olean at the Eagles Hall
Wednesday night, are Arthur Martenson, Thure Anderson, Charles Lund,
“Amanda” — comedienne of the company — and Fonandern.

The work of the company has been lauded by the press of England and
the continent of Europe as well as that of the United States.

 
 Times Herald (Olean, NY)

November 3, 1925

Fonandern Pleases

Gustav Fonandern and his comedy company proved to be a very fine
entertainment last evening when they appeared at the new auditorium of
the  Women’s  Club.  The  program  opened  with  the  playing  of  a
phonograph record of Fonandern singing, after which he sang the song
once more.  This was very interesting to the audience as it showed the
difference in the translations of the tones and also the difference in the
sound of the voice. Fonandern offered a number of Swedish popular and
humorous  folk  songs  and  also  some  in  English.  He  was  assisted  by
“Amanda”  (Mrs.  Fonandern),  who  sang  several  selections,  and  by
accordion solos, which were very pleasing. Mr. Fonandern has no equal
in his  line on the American stage.  His annual  tours are gathering in
strength from year to year. Our people never tire of the feasts of fun and
frolic that he always gives his hearers.   

The Warren Tribune (PA)
November 4, 1925

Swedish Singer To Return

Gustav Fonandern, the Swedish ballad singer, who appeared in 1924 in
Kansas City, is to return to this country next year. He now is in Sweden.
  

The Kansas City Star (MO)
December 30, 1928 



“Amanda”  was  a  member  of  the  Fonandern  Company,  who  was  a
comedienne, singer and possibly Mrs. Fonandern.  Her last name wasn’t
given, and her first name always appeared in quotations, suggesting that
it might have been a stage name. Maria Lovisa Fonandern was the actual
name of the singer’s wife. In 1928 Gustav Fonandern recorded one of his
own compositions, a song called “Amanda”. 



In  1923  Gustav  Fonandern  arrived  in  New  York  City  on  board  the
Majestic. The ship had departed from the Southampton, England. Forty-
three years old and married, he was a Swedish citizen and resident of
Stockholm. He was accompanied by his wife Maria Lovisa.
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